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References
In APA citation format, the alphabetical list of works cited is called References.  These are the
general principles:

1. Invert all authors’ names and use initials instead of first names.  With two or more
authors, use an ampersand (&) rather than the word “and.”  Separate the names with
commas.

2. For six or fewer authors, use all authors’ names.  For works with more than six authors,
use "et al." after the sixth author's name.

3. Place the date of publication in parentheses immediately after the last author’s name.
4. Use italics for titles and subtitles of books and journal titles; capitalize only the first

word of the title and subtitle (as well as all proper nouns).
5. Use italics for the volume number of a journal.
6. Do not place titles of articles in quotation marks, and capitalize only the first word of the

title and subtitle (and all proper nouns).  Capitalize names of periodicals as you could
capitalize them ordinarily.

7. Use the abbreviation “p.” (or “pp.” for plural) before page numbers of newspaper articles
and works in anthologies, but do not use it before page numbers of articles appearing in
magazines and scholarly journals.

8. You may use a short form of the publisher’s name as long as it is easily identifiable.
9. Alphabetize your list by the last name of the author (or editor); if there is no author or

editor, alphabetize by the first word of the title other than A, An, or The.
10. When you cite Internet sources, direct readers as closely as possible to the information

being cited (and provide addresses that work).

Do not indent the first line of an entry but indent any additional lines five spaces (one-half inch).
This technique, known as a “hanging indent,” is used for final copy: student papers and actual
journal articles.

Examples of how to cite selected resources are listed below.  If a source is not listed, or if you need
further help, consult the Reference Librarian; or the Publication Manual of the American
Psychological Association - Reference BF76.7 P83 2001

Books

Bergen, D. (2001). Educating and caring for very young children: The infant/toddler
curriculum. New York: Teachers College Press.

UNKNOWN AUTHOR

     The Times atlas of the world (9th ed.). (1992). New York: New York Times.
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SIX OR FEWER AUTHORS

Caplow, T., Bahr, H. M., Chadwick, B. A., Hill, R., & Williamson, M. H. (1982).
Middletown families: Fifty years of change and continuity. Minneapolis:
University of Minnesota Press.

SEVEN OR MORE AUTHORS

Davis, N. T., Vess, R. Q., Smith K., Gustafson, D., McGee, A. H., Hammond, M., et
al.  (2002). Information rock stars: Librarians and their groupies. New York:
Columbia University Press.

CORPORATE AUTHORS (When the author is an organization, the publisher is often the same
organization.  In such a case, give the publisher's name as "Author.")

Fidelity Investments. (1993). Fidelity Brokerage Services handbook.  Boston: Author.

EDITORS

Fox, R. W., & Lears, T. J. J. (Eds.). (1993). The power of culture: Critical essays in
American history. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

TRANSLATION

Miller, A. (1990). The untouched key: Tracing childhood trauma in creativity and
destructiveness. (H. Hannum & H. Hannum, Trans.). New York: Doubleday.
(Original work published 1988).

EDITION OTHER THAN THE FIRST

Cavanaugh, J. C. (2001). Adult development and aging (4th ed.).  Pacific Grove, CA:
Brooks/Cole.

CHAPTER IN AN EDITED BOOK

Ochs, E., & Schiefelin, B. (1984). Language acquisition and socialization: Three
developmental stories. In R. Schweder and R. Levine (Eds.), Cultural theory:
Essays in mind, self, and emotion (pp. 276-320). New York: Cambridge
University Press.
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ENTRY IN AN ENCYLOPEDIA

Bergmann, P. G. (1993). Relativity. In The new encyclopaedia Britannica (Vol. 26,
pp. 501-508). Chicago: Encyclopaedia Britannica.

Periodicals

ARTICLE IN A JOURNAL PAGINATED BY VOLUME

Block, N. (1992). Begging the question: Against phenomenal consciousness.
Behavioral and Brain Sciences, 15, 205-206.

ARTICLE IN A JOURNAL PAGINATED BY ISSUE

Searle, J. (1990). Is the brain a digital computer? Proceedings of the American
Philosophical Association, 64 (3), 21-37.

ARTICLE IN A MAGAZINE

Jamison, K. R. (1995, February).  Manic-depressive illness and creativity. Scientific
American, 272, 62-67.

ARTICLE IN A DAILY NEWSPAPER

McGrory, B. (1995, May 23). Pathways to college.  The Boston Globe, pp. 1, 12-13.

ELECTRONIC JOURNAL ARTICLE - BASED ON THE PRINT VERSION

VandenBos, G., Knapp, S., & Doe, J. (2001). Role of reference elements in the
selection of resources by psychology undergraduates [Electronic version].
Journal of Bibliographic Research, 5, 117-123.

ELECTRONIC JOURNAL ARTICLE - CHANGED FROM THE PRINT VERSION (If you
have reason to believe the article has been changed from the print version, or contains additional
data or commentaries in its electronic form).

VandenBos, G., Knapp, S., Doe, J. (2001). Role of reference elements in the selection
of resources by psychology undergraduates. Journal of Bibliographic
Research, 5, 117-123. Retrieved April 4, 2002, from
http://jbr.org/articles.html
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ARTICLE IN AN INTERNET-ONLY JOURNAL

Fredrickson, B. L. (2000, March 7). Cultivating positive emotions to optimize health and well-
being. Prevention & Treatment, 3, Article 00001a. Retrieved April 15, 2002, from
http://journals.apa.org/prevention/volume3/pre0030001a.html

JOURNAL ARTICLE RETRIEVED FROM DATABASE

Borman, W. C., Hanson, M. A., Oppler, S. H., Pulakos, E. D., & White, L. A. (1993). Role of
early supervisory experience in supervisor performance. Journal of Applied Psychology,
78, 443-449.  Retrieved October 23, 2000, from EBSCOHost database.

Other Sources

WEB DOCUMENT

Author, A. A. (2000). Title of work. Retrieved month day, year, from source.

Example:
Jones, P. J. (2001). Sun exposure in Southern California. Retrieved May 29, 2002,

from http://www.skincancer.org/caexposure.htm

WEB DOCUMENT, NO AUTHOR, NO DATE

Title of document. (n.d.). Retrieved month day, year, from source.

Example:
GVU's 8th WWW user survey. (n.d.). Retrieved August 8, 2000, from

http://www.cc.gatech.edu/gvu/user_surveys/survey-1997-10/

VIDEOCASSETTE, DVD, OR MOTION PICTURE (When it is of limited circulation, provide
the distributor's name and complete address in parentheses at the end of the reference).

Scorsese, M. (Producer), & Lonergan, K. (Writer/Director). (2000). You can count on
me [Motion picture]. United States: Paramount Pictures.

GOVERNMENT DOCUMENT

National Institute of Mental Health. (1990). Clinical training in serious mental illness
(DHHS Publication No. ADM 90-1679). Washington, DC: U.S. Government
Printing Office.


